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I.
Policy
A. Once a juvenile is placed in residential care or community-based treatment, a risk reassessment must be conducted at least once per quarter, using the approved Delinquency Risk Reassessment Scale.  The risk reassessment is to be conducted by the direct provider staff, when the juvenile is in a residential placement, or by the CMO when the juvenile is in community placement.  When juveniles in community placement are provided direct services by a provider agency, whose staff may have more information about the juvenile’s conduct and adjustment, the CMO must ensure that the required reassessment policy is followed.

B. A juvenile’s security classification must be reassessed:

1. Quarterly;

2. Upon any placement change;

3. Upon adjudication for a new offense (see Item 800.6)

When informed consent is used to move a juvenile from community based to an out-of-home living arrangement, the CMO must complete an “unscheduled” risk reassessment.  The reassessed risk level should provide objective support for the decision to increase the level of the juvenile’s placement.  

C. While the risk reassessment score does not mandate movement of juveniles from one security level to another, and is not the only factor considered in making such a decision, it must be used in conjunction with other assessments in the Updated Plan of Care to determine eligibility for movement from one security level to another.

D.
An increase or decrease in the security level of a juvenile’s placement, requires a corresponding Care Management Track change and authorization (see Item 500.12).  The JAC must approve the CMT change, prior to actually moving the juvenile to a new security level.

D. This policy, periodic risk reassessment, applies to “change of plan” decisions for treatment, public protection and case management reasons.  Ongoing risk 

reassessment instruments are not used for replacement planning when a youth is adjudicated for a new offense (refer to Item 800.6).

D. The Risk Reassessment is completed within the Updated Residential Treatment Plan for juveniles in residential care (see Item 600.8), and within the Updated Community Treatment Plan for juveniles in the community (see Item 600.5), except when preauthorized consent is used to change the security level of a juvenile’s placement.  A “stand-alone” risk reassessment should be completed (and not recorded on JAIS).

II. Definitions
None

III. Procedures
A. “Risk Reassessment for Juveniles in Residential Placement” Report

1. Risk Reassessment is used to guide the following decisions:

a. Release from residential placement (i.e., de-escalation);

b. Placement escalation;

c. Retention in residential placement.

2. The CMO must ensure that the Provider agency, in which a juvenile resides, completes quarterly risk reassessments.

a. Use a “Risk Reassessment for Juveniles in Residential Placement” (see exhibit 800.4-A) only when current or most recent prior placement was a residential care agency.

i.
Criterion: Juvenile currently in residential care, comes directly from residential care or has been in the community less than 60 days after release from residential care.

3. Risk Reassessment Category

A four-factor risk reassessment scale is contained on this form. Each factor must be scored according to established working definitions, using the scoring guide in exhibit 800.4-B.

a. Circle and enter the number of points scored in the space next to each risk factor.  A score must be recorded for each factor, even if it is zero (0).

b. Add the total score for all four (4) factors and enter in the space provided.

c. Compare the total score to the risk levels guide and circle Low, Moderate or High.  Select only one (1) risk level.

4. Criteria for de-escalation and escalation

The Provider, in conjunction with the CMO/CM, uses the following criteria to match the reassessed risk level to a recommended security level.

Note:
Check ( Yes or ( No to indicate whether or not the juvenile has met the minimum criteria for de-escalation or escalation based on the following standards:

a. De-escalation (To a Lower Security Level)

i.
High Security Level – A juvenile must receive a reassessment risk level of low or moderate in two consecutive report periods before being eligible for de-escalation.

ii. Medium Security Level - A juvenile must receive a reassessment risk level of low in two consecutive report periods to be eligible for de-escalation.

iii. Low Security Level - A juvenile must maintain a reassessment risk level of low for two consecutive report periods to be eligible for de-escalation.

a)
For all security levels if a juvenile scores lower than entry risk level in two of three report periods, the last report period must be lower to be eligible for de-escalation.

b. Escalation (To a Higher Security Level)

i.
Medium, Low & Community Based Security Level – A juvenile must receive a higher reassessment risk level for 

two consecutive or two of three consecutive report  periods, with the last report being higher to be eligible for recommendation for escalation.

c.
Overrides

i.
A residential Risk Reassessment Report is used only to determine a juvenile’s eligibility for placement de-escalation or escalation.  Risk reassessment, in and of itself, is not a determinate policy.  Before recommending 

 an increase or decrease in a juvenile’s security level, the CMO/CM, and/or Provider completing the risk reassessment report, should consider all other relevant information.  Case-specific circumstances and information, not scored on the risk reassessment, are integral to placement planning.

ii.
A recommendation to change a juvenile’s security level is subject to Court approval or informed consent. Before a new security level recommendation is processed to the Juvenile Assessment Center (JAC) for CMT Utilization Review, the case must be carefully examined for aggravating and mitigating factors.  If the party completing the report has reason(s) to believe the reassessed security level assignment is not appropriate, this information must be documented and recorded on the reassessment report.  As related to release/replacement planning, override factors since admission to a residential agency may include:

a)
Productivity;

b)
School Adjustment;

c)
Substance Abuse;

d)
Parental/Caretaker Involvement;

e)
Peer Relations;

f)
Treatment team evaluation;

g)
Attitude Toward Offense (Victim Awareness/ Denial);

h)
Goal Achievement;

i)
Unresolved Treatment Needs;

( Note that a “Needs Reassessment” is also   completed every three months

j)
Court will not, or is unlikely to, authorize release due to seriousness of juvenile’s crime; 

k)
Other (be specific).

Check (() all the reasons which most accurately describe the basis for maintaining or increasing the security level.  When a discretionary override is used, enter three-digit number, which documents the reason(s) for the override.

d. Recommended Placement Security Category

Based on escalation and de-escalation criteria above,  consideration of overrides, and the following factors, the CMO or Provider must recommend a security level:

i.
Maintain:

a)
Juvenile does not meet escalation or de-escalation criteria;


b)
Override(s) makes youth inappropriate for de-escalation at the time risk reassessment is completed.

ii. Increase to:

a)
Select this option if the youth meets escalation criteria;

b)
If this option is selected, a new recommended security level must be entered in the space provided.  For example:  “Increase to High.”

iii. Decrease to:

a.
Select this option if the youth meets de-escalation criteria and step-down is appropriate.

b.
If this option is selected, a new recommended security level must be entered in the space provided.  For example, “Decrease to community based”.

B.
Risk Reassessment for Juveniles in Community Based Security Level

1. The Risk Reassessment report for Juveniles in Community Supervision is used to guide the following decision:

a. Placement escalation;

b. Acceptance termination by the Court, i.e., CMO disenrollment;

c. Community supervision standards (i.e., frequency of surveillance contacts).

2. The CMO/CM, is responsible for ensuring completion of periodic reassessments (i.e. every three months).

a. The standardized form must be completed according to rules and definitions in the “Scoring Guide: Community Reassessment”  (see Exhibit 800.4-D).

b. Add the total score for all factors and enter in the space provided.

c. Compare the total score to the risk levels guide and circle Low, Moderate or High.  Select only one (1) risk level.

3. Overrides

a.
A recommendation to change a juvenile’s security level is subject to Court approval; unless there is a Court order or informed consent that authorizes the CMO to change a juvenile’s placement by one security level.  Before a final security level recommendation is  processed and sent to the JAC for the Court, the case must be carefully examined for aggravating and mitigating factors.  If the party completing the report has reason(s) to believe the security level assignment is not appropriate, this information is documented and recorded on the reassessment report. As related to replacement planning, override factors may include:

i.
Productivity;

ii.
School Adjustment;

iii.
Substance Abuse;

iv.
Parental/Caretaker Involvement;

v.
Peer Relationships;

vi.
Treatment Team Evaluation;

vii. Attitude Toward Offense (Victim

Awareness/Denial);

viii.
Goal Achievement;

ix.
Unresolved Treatment Needs

( Note: A “Needs Reassessment” is also completed every three months;

x.
Committing Court Will not, or is unlikely to, authorize release due to seriousness of juvenile’s crime;

xi.
Other (be specific).

Check ( all the reasons, which most accurately document the basis for maintaining or increasing the security level.  When a discretionary override is used, enter the three-digit number for that override from Section 4.  If an override is not used, leave this space blank.

4. Recommended Placement Security Level

Based on the above criteria, evaluation of overrides, and the following factors, the CMO or Provider must select a recommended security category:

a. Maintain:

i. Select this option to retain the juvenile in community based security:

· Youth does not meet escalation criteria;

· Overrides make youth inappropriate for Court/wardship dismissal at the time the risk reassessment is completed;

· Continuing supervision at the same level is indicated.

b. Increase to:

Select this option if the youth meets escalation criteria:

i.
Juveniles in community security, who have committed no additional offense, must receive risk reassessment ratings higher than that scored upon entry, in two of three (or more) consecutive rating periods, to be eligible to be recommended to move to a higher security level.

ii.
A juvenile placed in a community-based security setting, who has committed no additional offense, but receives a reassessed rating of high risk in any rating period, will be eligible to be moved to a low security level placement.

· If this option is selected, a new recommended security level must be entered in the space provided.  For example:  “Increase to Low”

c. Decrease to:

i.
Select this option if the youth meets agency criteria for ending services/supervision or reducing surveillance contacts.

ii.
This option may also be selected to support termination of wardship acceptance or other formal Court involvement.  Juveniles in community supervision are already in the least restrictive security level.  De-escalation of security 
level does not apply.  Juveniles who consistently score low risk and meet disenrollment criteria in Items 700.3 and 700.16 should be recommended for Court dismissal.

5. Informed Consent for Security Level Change and “Unscheduled” Risk Reassessment

a.
Juveniles assigned to a community based living arrangement may be escalated to an out-of-home placement with informed consent of the juvenile and his/her parents/guardians.  Such a change is defined as temporary, and does not constitute an ongoing change in the juvenile’s security classification.

i. Where FIA has determined that the juvenile is IVE eligible, and the plan is to move the juvenile to a IVE eligible facility, informed consent may not be used.  A petition, as defined in Item 401.2, must be submitted to the Court (via the JAC).  The petition must contain “reasonable efforts” and “contrary to the welfare” language.

b.
A juvenile’s risk level must be reassessed, using a “Juvenile in Community Supervision” reassessment form (JJD2026), whenever informed consent is used to move a juvenile from in-home care to an out-of-home living arrangement.  The reassessed risk level should provide objective support for the decision to increase the security level of the juvenile’s placement (i.e., increase in risk rating for one or more factors). 

c.
A copy of the JJD2026 must be attached to a “CMT Authorization Request” that is submitted to the JAC (see 600.12).

D.
Movement of a juvenile to a different security level is subject to the requirements in Item 600.12.

1. The supervising Court must provide prior approval to change the security level of a juvenile’s placement, except as noted below:

a. A juvenile is classified for community based security and the parent and juvenile have provided the CMO with written consent to transfer the juvenile to low security residential placement or non-institutional out-of-home placement, as defined in Items 600.6 and 600.9.

b. The Court Order (JC-25 or JC-57) contains language, which authorizes the CMO to de-esacalate a juvenile adjudicated for a Class IV or V offense to a community based security level.

c. The JAC authorizes an override of the initial security level on Juvenile Classification and Assignment Report (JCAR), prior to implementation of the juvenile’s initial treatment Care Management Track.

E. The CMO must record or ensure that the risk reassessment is recorded on JAIS, as required by Updated Treatment Plan policy.

1.
When a juvenile is escalated per informed consent, the “unscheduled” risk reassessment is retained in the case record and is not recorded on JAIS.  If the placement change occurs in conjunction with an Updated Treatment Plan, the risk reassessment will be recorded on JAIS as part of the Updated Plan.

IV. Exhibits
800.4–A
“Risk reassessment for youth in residential placement”

800.4-B
“Scoring Guide: Risk reassessment for youth in residential placement”

800.4-C
“Risk reassessment scale for youth in community supervision”

800.4-D
“Scoring Guide: Risk reassessment scale for youth in community supervision”

800.4-E
“Criteria for De-escalation” Grid
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