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Delinquency Proceedings:
Hospitalizations and









Medical Authorizations

Policy:

Court approval is not required if a medical emergency exists. If a Court Order is required, this procedure shall be followed.

1. Medical Emergencies

a.
Emergency Medical Treatment-Non-Life Threatening




A medical emergency requiring immediate intervention with a prognosis that failure to act will cause permanent injury or impairment of the child’s physical abilities.

b. Emergency Medical Treatment-Life Threatening




An unforeseen combination of circumstances resulting in a medical emergency requiring immediate treatment, with a prognosis of death in the absence of immediate medical intervention.

2. Medical Treatment

a.
When a detained juvenile requires medical intervention but hospitalization is not required, and parent(s) guardian(s) are either unavailable or unwilling to consent:

(1) The agency shall file a Petition for Medical Treatment (form MJC 851) and the case is set for Preliminary Hearing. A copy of a letter from a health professional shall be attached to the petition, which states the need for treatment.

(2)
In a situation involving a serious medical question, a second opinion from an independent physician is required; or, the petitioner must establish why the second opinion is not necessary.
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(3) Unless the parents agree to the procedure at the Preliminary Hearing, the case is set for Probable Cause Hearing before the Jurist of record.

(4) At the conclusion of the hearing, an Order is issued either granting or denying the Petition for Medical Authorization (form MJC 837).

3. Pending petitions requesting Court wardship shall be processed in accordance with standard operating procedures.

4. Mental Health Hospitalizations 

a. When a detained juvenile requires hospitalization, the parent(s)/guardian(s) are unavailable or unwilling to consent, and hospitalization is required, the agency or custodian shall contact Protective Services who shall request a psychiatric placement from Central Screening.

b. Upon receipt of written verification from a mental health professional stating the need for the juvenile to be hospitalized, and requesting an Authorization to Place, the Court shall issue an Authorization to Place. It shall state that “         is authorized to consent to emergency psychiatric care, including admitting the child to the hospital and signing for prescribed medication”.

c. A neglect petition (JC-04) is filed with the Court and the case set for Preliminary Hearing. The petitioner shall attend the Preliminary Hearing. (A copy of the letter from the mental health professional shall be attached to the petition [see #2 above].)

d. Unless the parents consent, at the Preliminary Hearing, the case is set for Probable Cause Hearing before the Jurist of record if a case is pending or open. At the conclusion of the hearing, the Request for Medical Treatment is either granted or denied and form MJC 837 is completed.

e. Non Mental Health Hospitalizations


If a detained juvenile requires hospitalization and the parents are unwilling or unable to consent, a Protective Services referral shall be made.
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1) When a detained juvenile requires hospitalization, the parent(s)/guardian(s) are unavailable or unwilling to consent, and hospitalization is required, the agency or custodian shall contact Protective Services who shall request a psychiatric placement from Central Screening.

2) Upon receipt of written verification from a mental health professional stating the need for the juvenile to be hospitalized, and requesting an Authorization to Place, the Court shall issue an Authorization to Place. It shall state that        “         is authorized to consent to emergency psychiatric care, including admitting the child to the hospital and signing for prescribed medication”.

3)
A neglect petition (JC-04) is filed with the Court and the case set for Preliminary Hearing. The petitioner shall attend the Preliminary Hearing. (A copy of the letter from the mental health professional shall be attached to the petition [see #2 above].)
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