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I. Policy

A. Independent living is an acceptable long-range goal for accepted juveniles age 14 years and older (see Items 700.1 and 700.2).  However it is an appropriate living arrangement only if the juvenile is 16 years or older, which is consistent with the Child Care Fund Rules.  Every effort must be made to limit the use of these programs by exploring all other possible permanent placements, i.e. own home, relatives, legal guardian, etc.

II. Definitions

A.
Independent Living: An Intervention Option just prior to a juvenile’s termination from enrollment and becoming totally responsible for his/her own welfare. The juvenile lives in their own housing arrangement in the community, receives a room and board subsidy, may receive a monthly stipend as an independent living allowance, maintains full-time employment and/or educational enrollment and receives minimal monthly staff supervision and support.

B.
Supervised Independent Living (SIL): A program designed to place juveniles in community dwellings and/or staffed housing to utilize the basic learning skills acquired through pre-independent living preparation, while receiving staff support and supervision; to further develop those skills and adjust to the daily routines of being a productive member of society.  SIL includes:

a.
Room/board;

b.
Access to employment training;

c. Access to vocational services; 

d. Access to educational services;

e.
Life skills training;

f.
Adult supervision;

g.
Job search assistance;

h.
Conflict resolution training;

i.
Access to psychological services;

j.
Access to Recreation;

k.
Limited transportation services;

l. Access to mentoring services;

m. Clothing maintenance;
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n.
Housing search assistance;

o.
AFCARS data elements (subject to FIA agreement).

III. Procedures

A. The Initial Plan of Care (IPOC) and all Updated Plans of Care for each accepted juvenile, age 14 or over, must contain a written description of the programs and services which will help the juvenile prepare for transition to a state of functional independence, or the ability to take care of oneself physically, socially, economically and psychologically.

B. The plan, when implemented, prepares the juvenile for functional independence at the time of discharge.  Desired achievements include but are not limited to:

a. Ability to obtain and maintain adequate housing in the community;

b. Ability to manage resources;

c. Sufficient living skills to live on their own;

d. Realistic goals and expectations;

e. Interpersonal relationships, formulating positive friendships, dating, etc.;

f. Economic self sufficiency (juvenile must have sufficient income to support self independently).

C.
When a juvenile is placed into an independent living program, Child Placing Agency Rule 400.6407 requires that the POC contain documentation that:

1.
Describes the services provided and goals for future services which will help the child maintain an independent living situation successfully, and will prepare the juvenile for functional independence or the ability to take care of oneself physically, socially, economically, and psychologically.   Examples of appropriate services are:

a. Employment skills,

b. Money management,

c. Use of public transportation system, and

d. Use of community resources.

2.
Rationale why Independent Living is the most appropriate placement for the juvenile.

3.
Discussion of the juvenile’s maturity and ability to provide appropriate self-care and make good decisions.
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4.
The case manager has personally observed that the living situation provides suitable social, emotional and physical care.

5.
Compelling reasons must be documented within the Initial Plan of Care and Updated Plans of Care, which detail why Return Home, Termination of Parental Rights, Adoption or Placement within the Kinship Network are not in the juvenile’s best interest.

D.
Other Child Placing Agency Rules that apply to Independent Living include Rules 401, 411 and 416, which outline specific requirements:

1. Rule 401 – Requires an agency to be licensed as a Child Placing Agency in order to authorize an Independent Living placement.

2. Rule 411 – Requires an agency to maintain a record of each juvenile placed in Independent Living.  The record shall contain all of the following:

a. Name, age, sex, address of juvenile, and information on how the juvenile may be contacted;

b. Documentation on the agency’s legal right to place the juvenile;

c. Name and address of the parents/guardians;

d. Current documentation of financial support sufficient to meet the juvenile’s housing, clothing, food, and miscellaneous expenses.

3. Rule 416 – Requires a mutually agreed upon contract which specifies the responsibilities of the agency and the juvenile. The Agreement must be signed by the juvenile and a representative of the agency and shall be included 

in the juvenile’s record.  The contract shall be reviewed and updated quarterly.

E. Payments will be made in accordance with the capitation rate schedule (Exhibit 1200.1-A).

IV. Exhibits

None

V. References

Licensing Rules for Child Caring Agencies

Child Care Fund Rules

