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I. Policy
A. The CMO is responsible for providing or insuring the availability of transportation services for enrolled juveniles and where applicable, to their families to support the juvenile’s and family’s accomplishment of treatment goals and objectives.  Examples include, but are not limited to:

1. Routine transportation;

2. Court hearing attendance for Juveniles and Family;

3. Medical, dental and other health related appointments;

4. To and from Day Treatment Programs;

5. To support interstate placement services;

6. For pre-placement interviews;

7. For admission to a treatment program;

8. To assist when a juvenile begins employment;

9. For family visitation to residential programs;

10. To support community activities.

B. The CMO must be able to provide or insure that transportation options include “secure” transportation based on the risk the juvenile presents to the community and the likelihood of escape attempts.

II. Definitions
A. Routine Transportation is defined as any travel, including Court appearances, placement interviews, health care, family visitation, required by the juvenile or family for treatment purposes.

B. Secure Transportation includes vehicles that have security equipment installed (i.e., safety screen separating the passenger(s) from the driver, rear interior opening mechanisms removed), and the need for juveniles to be mechanically restrained (i.e., leg braces, handcuffs) while in transport and until returned to a secure area.  It is recommended that there is both a driver and an attendant to provide this type of transportation; and that one is of the same sex as the juvenile being transported.
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1. CMO’s must ensure all CMO and contracted agency staff utilizing mechanical restraints have had specific training related to the appropriate use of mechanical restraints (training should be documented in the staff’s employment file).

III. Procedure
A. The CMO is responsible for the transportation of enrolled juveniles exiting the WCJDF and to all detention and treatment placements.

B. For juveniles in the community, the CMO and their Provider Agencies must insure there is a means of transportation (i.e., bus tickets) to attend school and meet other treatment activities, such as out patient counseling.

C. CMO’s must develop a standard operating procedure that addresses training and the conditions under which secure transportation and mechanical restraints are used.  Further, that secured vehicles are available to provide this transportation.

1. The use of secure transportation is recommended for:

a. Juveniles placed in high and medium secure placements being transported for Court appearances, medical examinations and treatment, transfer between facilities (including escalation in custody) and other anxiety producing situations likely to trigger escape.

D. The CMO must provide transportation assistance at flexible hours to meet the family’s time schedule to facilitate the family’s accomplishment of treatment goals.

E. When a CMO has a Day Treatment Program, early morning and evening transportation must be provided or ensured to and from the program.

F. All juveniles approved by the Court and the Interstate Compact for placement with a parent, relative or kinship family in another state may submit a request to cover transportation costs for the juvenile, if the family is unable to cover the costs.  If the direct cost is over $300, approval must be obtained from the Manager, Juvenile Services Division, Wayne County Department of Children and Family Services (CAFS).
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IV. Exhibits
None

V. References
None

