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I.
Policy

A.
The Department of Children and Family Services (CAFS) through the Juvenile Assessment Center (JAC) shall at all time incorporate all of the following factors for every juvenile client obtaining a mental health assessment:
1.
Each juvenile client has strengths, and the ability to express preferences and to make choices.

2.
The juvenile client’s choices and preferences shall always be honored, respected and considered even if not always able to be granted as specified.

3.
Each juvenile client has gifts and contributions to offer to the community, and has the ability to choose how supports, services and/or treatment may help them utilize their gifts and make contributions to community life.

4.
Person-centered planning processes maximize independence, create community connections, and work towards achieving the client’s dreams, goals and desires.

5.
A person’s cultural background shall be recognized and valued in the decision-making process.

II.
Definitions
A.
Person-Centered Planning;  A process for planning and supporting the individual receiving services that builds upon the individual’s capacity to engage in activities that promote community life, and that respects the individual’s preferences, choices and abilities.  The person-centered planning approach involves family, friends and professionals that the individual desires or requires to participate in the success of their treatment. 
B.
Qualified Mental Health Professional (QMHP) – A person with a Master’s degree in Social Work, Psychology, Psychiatric Nursing or a fully licensed physician who has completed an accredited psychiatry residency with a minimum of three years’ experience working with children, adolescents and their families in assessment, treatment, diagnosis and planning.

Note:  A bachelor’s level person with a degree in nursing or human services may administer the assessment if they were trained by a QMHP in using this tool and are supervised by a QMHP.

III.
Procedures

A.
The juvenile and their parent(s) will have an opportunity to express their needs and preferences and to make choices that will be reflected in the assessment.  
B.
Accommodations for communication disabilities, with all choices and options clearly explained to the youth and/or their parent(s). 

IV.
Exhibits
None

V. 
References
Detroit-Wayne County Community Mental Health Agency (DWCCMHA)
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