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I. Policy
A. It is the policy of the Wayne County Juvenile Detention Facility that all residents residing within the facility will have access to appropriate and timely mental health services.  These services are to include at a minimal social, emotional, and cognitive functioning assessment, crisis and suicide evaluation, therapeutic interventions, medication, and discharge planning provided in the least restrictive treatment  environment.

B. All residents entering WCJDF will be evaluated by a “Qualified Mental Health Professional” (as defined in the State of Michigan Mental Health Code) for significant clinical symptomology associated with mental disorders as described in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual-IV (DSM-IV), and referred for additional services when the resident meets clinical criteria for treatment.  All Federal, State of Michigan, and professional standards of care and confidentiality will guide and govern the behavior and clinical practice of all Mental Health (MH) clinicians, nurses, physicians, and support staff.

II. Definitions
None

III. Procedures
A. During the Intake process the psychiatric nurse will screen all new residents who present with suicidal/homicidal concerns on a standardized suicide assessment scale to determine the severity of the presenting problems.  Residents that meet the critical criteria will immediately be transferred to the Mental Health Unit, including a psychological evaluation within 24 hours by a MH clinician.  A resident’s placement on the unit shall not exceed 72 hours without a final diagnostic disposition or treatment plan.  If the resident requires medication or other special clinical services, the “Staff-on-Call” shall be contacted immediately.
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Residents who do not meet the suicidal/homicidal critical criteria on the standardized suicide assessment scale, but who present as moderately agitated will be placed on close supervision by the psychiatric nurse, within the 

classification unit, and evaluated within 24 hours by a MH clinician.  During regular clinical hours, the MH clinician responsible for “Crisis Intakes” shall be notified, and shall complete the mental status evaluation and determine the most appropriate treatment modality.

B. All other residents will continue through the admission process and will be evaluated within 48 hours of admission by a MH clinician, who will complete a mental status evaluation.

C. Any staff person who observes a resident exhibiting behavior that may require mental health services or is of a potential crisis/emergency nature shall make an immediate referral to the Mental Health department, which shall provide the resident with appropriate evaluation and initiate treatment as defined within this policy.  Residents shall only be placed on the Mental Health Unit or hospitalized under the provisions of Sections 330.1434 to 330.1439 and 330.2002 to 330.2006 of the Mental Health code of the State of Michigan.

D. The MH Department currently provides the following levels of care:

1. Intake Assessment - is an evaluation of new residents for possible psychiatric disorders that may be present;

2. Crisis screening - is a 24 hour screening for residents who present with emerging or active pathology making them a threat to themselves or others;

3. Outpatient Care - is the provision of basic or intensive therapy (individual, group, family, etc.), psychopharmacology, and psychological testing to residents within the Facility’s general population who present with mild to moderate pathology;

4. Crisis Residential - is a 17-bed milieu type program for male residents who are unable to function with the general population of the Facility due to severe emotional pathology.

IV. Exhibits
None

V. References
WCJDF Policy Manual/Operations Guide

