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I.
Policy

A. The goal of the Child Development and Care Program is to preserve the family unit and to promote economic independence and self-sufficiency.

The Family Independence Agency (FIA) may provide payment for child day care services for qualifying families when the parent, legal guardian or substitute parent is unavailable to provide the child care because of employment, education and/or because of a health/social condition for which treatment is being received and care is provide by an eligible provider. 

al.      Definitions
A. Eligibility for Child Development and Care services exists when the FIA has established all of the following:

· There is a signed application requesting CDC services, and

· Each Parent/Substitute Parent is a member of a valid Eligibility Group, and

· Each Parent/Substitute Parent  meets the Need criteria as outlined in this item, and

· An eligible provider is providing the care, and

· All eligibility requirements are met.

B.
Applicant:  The applicant/client is the person who signs the application and who serves as primary contacts with FIA.  This person must live with the child(ren) for whom care is requested, and be one of the following in relation to the child(ren) needing care:

· Parent, stepparent or foster parent of the child

· Another related person acting as caretaker to the child

· Legal guardian of the child

· An unrelated adult who is at least age 21 and whose petition for legal guardianship of the child is pending.

C.
              CHILD DEVELOPMENT AND CARE ELIGIBILITY CHART

EFFECTIVE AUGUST 12, 2001


DAY CARE VALID NEED REASONS

Each CDC Parent/Substitute Parent must be unavailable due to a valid need reason.

ELIGIBILITY

GROUPS


HIGH SCHOOL

COMPLETION
EMPLOYMENT
FAMILY PRESERVATION
MWA

APPROVED

ACTIVITY

CATEGORICALLY ELIGIBLE (no income determination needed)

Protective Services
NO*


NO*
YES (03/06)
If required by an active Protective Services case plan.
NO*

Preventive Services
NO*
NO*
YES (15/06)

If required by an active Preventive Services case plan.
NO*

Foster Care
YES (16/03)
YES (16/04)
YES (16/06)
YES (16/03)

FIP Related**
YES (04/03)
YES (04/04)
YES (04/06)
YES (06/03)

INCOME ELIGIBLE (income determination and child support cooperation required)



Income Eligible
YES (10/03)
YES (10/04)
YES (10/06)
YES (12/03)

              *
Child may be eligible in a lower row of the chart.

              **
FIP related means the child or Parent/Substitute Parent currently receives FIP or SSI; or the child or Parent/Substitute Parent received FIP within the previous 6 CDC pay periods; or the family is applying for FIP and child care is needed to participate in a required MWA activity.
III.
Procedure

A. Families requesting help with child care costs must submit an application to their local FIA office using:

1.
A Child Development and Care (CDC) Application (FIA-4583); or

2.
An Assistance Application (FIA-1171).

B. Families must demonstrate that they need child day care services so that they can:

1. Work;

2. Attend high school completion classes (including GED, ABE, and ESL);

3. Participate in approved Michigan Works! Agency (MWA) education and other employment preparation programs; or

4. Participate in an FIA approved treatment program for a physical, emotional or mental condition.

The family must provide some verification at application.  They must also provide additional verifications to FIA within 30 days of case opening to remain eligible for CDC payments.

C. The Parent/Substitute Parent will need to provide the following supporting documentation:
1.    
A copy of a Court Order, ordering “Child Care; and

2. Verification of income; or

3. Verification of education/job training activity; or

4. Verification of MWA approved activity; or

5. Verification of Family Preservation activity; or

6. Verification of a health or social condition.

D. FIA determines the applicant’s eligibility for CDC services based on need and income.  Applicants are notified of this determination in writing.  FIA will make a determination of eligibility on child care application as soon as minimum verifications are received.  All eligibility determinations are made within 45 calendar days.

IV. Exhibits

None

V. References
Child Care and Development Block Grant Act of 1990

45 CFR Parts 98 and 99

P. L. 104-193

Social Security Act, as amended, Titles IVA, IVE, XX

Michigan Administrative Rules, 400.5001-400.5015









