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I.
Policy

A.
Dispositional hearings are conducted to determine what measures the Court will take concerning juveniles who are properly found within the jurisdiction of the Court, following a plea or trial in delinquency cases, and when applicable, what measures the Court will take concerning a parent or guardian.

B.
The laws within the Juvenile Code must be liberally construed, so that each juvenile coming within the jurisdiction of the Family Division receives the care, guidance, and control, preferably in his or her own home, conducive to the juvenile’s welfare and the best interest of the State.  If a juvenile is removed from the control of his or her parent, the juvenile must be placed in care as nearly as possible equivalent to the care that should have been given to the juvenile by his or her parent.  The  Court rules governing juvenile proceedings within the Family Division are to be construed to secure fairness, flexibility, and simplicity.

C.
If the juvenile has been adjudicated in the Criminal Division of Circuit Court and the offense allows for judicial sentencing discretion (i.e. either the Department of Corrections (DOC) or the Wayne County Department of Children and Family Services, the JAC Court Specialist or the CMO/CM shall prepare the requested Pre-Sentence Investigations (PSI), (see Item 401.14)

II. Definitions
A. Pre-Sentence Investigation (PSI) Report – written report prepared by the JAC Court Specialist or CM /CM upon the request of the Court of jurisdiction providing recommendations for sentencing when a youth has been tried as an adult.  

B. There are eight legal status (target group) codes.  They are:

1. Delinquent Court Ward: A youth who has been determined by the Family Division of Circuit Court to come within its jurisdiction due to a violation of the delinquency section of the Juvenile Code.  The Court may issue an order making the youth the responsibility of the Wayne 
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County Department of Children and Family Services for placement and care.  The Court retains responsibility for judicial review of the youth’s case.

2. Permanent Court Ward (Neglect): A youth who has been determined by the Family Division of Circuit Court to come within its jurisdiction due to the parent’s unwillingness or inability to provide adequate or appropriate care.  In this situation the Court has terminated the parent’s right to any legal relationship with the youth.  The Court may issue an order making the youth the responsibility of the MFIA for placement and care while retaining the responsibility for judicial review.

3. Temporary Court Ward (Neglect): A youth who has been determined by the Probate Court to come within its jurisdiction due to the parent’s unwillingness or inability to provide adequate or appropriate care.  In this situation, parental rights to a legal relationship with the youth have not been terminated.  The Court may issue an order making the youth the responsibility of the MFIA for placement and care while retaining the responsibility for judicial review.

4. State Ward – MCI – Act 220: A permanent Court ward who has been committed to the MFIA under Act 220, Public Act of 1935 following the termination of the parental rights of both parents of the child.  In this situation, the Court places all parental (guardianship) responsibilities with the MFIA.  This includes youth who are voluntarily released under Act 296.

5. State Ward – Temporary Observation (MCI-O): A temporary Court ward (neglect) or a permanent Court ward for whom the Court has issued a temporary commitment order to MFIA under Act 220, Public Act of 1935, for a period not to exceed 90 days.  At the request of MFIA and the concurrence of the Court (by issuing a supplemental order), this temporary commitment may be extended.

6. State Ward – Delinquent – Act 150: A youth, age 12 and over, who has been determined by the Family Division of Circuit Court to come within its jurisdiction due to a violation of the delinquency section of the Juvenile Code and who has been committed to the MFIA under the Youth Rehabilitation Services Act (Act 150, P.A. of 1974).  Only youth committed under this statue can be placed in the Training Schools or Youth Rehabilitation Camps.
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7. Non-Ward (Not Delinquent, Voluntary): Any one of several situations in which the parents of a youth have requested MFIA to provide assistance in the out-of-home placement of youth.

8. Dual Wardship: A youth who is a state ward under both Act 220, P.A. of 1935, and Act 150, P.A. of 1974.

III. Procedures
A.       In the Family Division:

1.
Upon acceptance of the Court order, the CMO/CM prepares the Initial Plan of Care (POC), that will assist the CMO/CM in determining the appropriate services and placement.  Upon the request of the Court, the JAC Court Specialist or CMO /CM prepares a pre-sentence report providing recommendations for sentencing when a youth is tried as an adult.

B.
In the Criminal Division

1. Upon request of the Court, the JAC Court Specialist or CMO /CM completes a Pre-Sentence Investigation (PSI) when a juvenile is tried as an adult, (see 401.12) and may be returned to the Juvenile system.

C.
Except for good cause, the interval may not be for more than 35 days between the plea of admission or trial and disposition when the juvenile is detained.  (See Exhibit 401-A)

IV. Exhibits
None

V. References
Juvenile Justice Benchbook

