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I.
Policy
A.
A trial must be held within 6 months after filing of the petition, unless adjourned for good cause.  If a juvenile is detained, the trial must start within 42 days after the juvenile has been taken into custody, unless there is a delay attributable to the defense (See Time and Notice Requirements, Exhibit 401.1-A).

II.
Definitions
A. Adjudication is when a juvenile has been found to be within the jurisdiction of the Court, following a plea or trial.  In juvenile matters, this may be either a criminal or status offense

B.
Disposition or Dispositional Hearings are conducted to determine what measures the Court will take concerning juveniles who are properly found within the jurisdiction of the Court, following a plea or trial.  Further, when applicable, the Court will also consider what measures the Court will take concerning the parent or guardian.

III.
Procedures
A. The Court sets a Pre-Trial date at the Preliminary Hearing.

B. The CMO Case Manager (CMO/CM) shall attend the scheduled hearing.

C. If the CMO /CM is the petitioner, they should be prepared to provide testimony at the hearing.

D. At the hearing, testimony is taken and either the Jurist or Jury determines guilt or innocence.

E. If not guilty, the youth is released and/ returned to the treatment placement.
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F. If guilty, a dispositional phase hearing date is set. (See 401.10)  (Note:  this may occur at the same time as the adjudicatory hearing.)

IV.
Exhibits
None.

V.
References
The Third Judicial Circuit of Michigan, Family Division, Delinquency Proceedings

