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I.
Policy
A. The Third Judicial Circuit Court of Michigan is the referral source for juveniles entering the CAFS juvenile services network, subject to the Court’s acceptance of a complaint or issuance of an Order.  It is essential that the JAC and CMOs work closely with the Court in order to accomplish the goal of keeping eligible juveniles safely in the community, as guided by Structured Decision Making policy.  Further, it is the responsibility of the JAC/CMOs (including subcontracted providers) to cooperate with the Department of Children and Family Services and the Court in matters relating to any legal or Court activities concerning the juvenile.  The CMO will assume primary Court-related responsibilities for juveniles placed with the CAFS and FIA contract cases.  The CMO may delegate Court responsibility to a provider.  When the CMO delegates Court responsibility, the CMO must monitor activities to insure compliance with Court requirements, as defined in the 401 series of the Juvenile Justice Services Handbook. 

B.
Court related duties for probation cases enrolled with a CMO are the responsibility of the Probation Officer.

C.
The JAC is the recognized liaison to the Court.  CMOs and participating providers shall process all Court related documents through the JAC.

1. The JAC shall maintain a log of all documents received and processed to       the Court.

2.
The JAC will screen all legal documents for proper form, content and accuracy, before transmitting a document(s) to the Court.

D.
Other required Court related responsibilities for the CMO include:

1. Preparation of petitions, ready for trial forms, etc.;

2. Attendance at Court hearings;

3. Testimony at Court hearings;

4. Adjustment and progress reports and recommendations, as directed by the Court.

a.
Time and notice requirements in Delinquency Cases can be found in Exhibit 401.1-A.

b.
A jurisdiction over criminal offenses table can be found in Exhibit 401.1-B.

E. CAFS standing to receive juveniles from the Court is established in CM Rule B.28, Third Judicial Circuit Court, Delinquency Proceedings, Case Management Rules and Procedures (see Exhibit 401.1-C).  Rule B.28 defines procedures for the placement of juveniles with CAFS for care and supervision, community based services for juveniles on probation, and referral for at-risk youth.

F.
The Family Independence Agency has entered into an agreement with CAFS for CAFS to provide juvenile justice services to youth committed to FIA under PA 150 (Youth Rehabilitation Services). Under the terms of this agreement, the CMOs will be responsible for intervention services, case management, and  related court duties for juveniles committed to FIA 01/02/01 and thereafter.   Refer to Item 402.5 for more detail on FIA PA 150 contract cases.

II.        Definitions
A. The Third Judicial Circuit Court of Michigan: 

Effective January 1, 1998 three Court divisions of the Third Circuit Court in Wayne County were established.  They are the Civil Division, the Criminal Division and the Family Division.  Additionally, the Family Division will have Domestic relations and a Juvenile section. Juveniles assigned to JAC and CMOs are under the supervision of the Family Division and the Criminal Division of the Third Circuit.

B. Family Division is assigned to jurisdiction over juvenile delinquency proceedings.  Except as otherwise provided by law, the Family Division has sole and exclusive jurisdiction over cases involving juveniles commenced on or after January 1, 1998.  The laws within the Juvenile Code must be liberally construed so that each juvenile coming within the jurisdiction of the Family Division receives the care, guidance, and control, preferably in his or her own home, conducive to the juvenile’s welfare and the best interest of the state. If a juvenile is removed from the control of his or her parent, the juvenile must be placed in care as nearly as possible equivalent to the care that should have been given to the juvenile by his or her parents.  The Court rules governing juvenile proceedings within the Family Division are to be construed to secure fairness, flexibility, and simplicity.  

C. Criminal Division is assigned to Criminal jurisdiction related to adult felonies and serious misdemeanors, waived juvenile felonies and lower Court appeals.

D. Civil Division include matters over $25,000, appeals from lower Courts, agencies and tribunals; and District Court level cases from communities served by Municipal Courts.  Domestic relations cases, processed through the Friend of the Court, comprise paternity, divorce and child custody.

III.       Procedures
Procedures for court related responsibilities for the JAC, CMOs, and contract providers are defined in the Juvenile Justice Services Handbook.

IV. Exhibits
401.1-A
Time and Notice Requirements

401.1-B
Jurisdiction over Criminal Cases Table

401.1-C
CM Rule B.28 – Family Division Court

V.        References
Juvenile Justice Benchbook
