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I. Policy
A. To promote a clear understanding of the Department’s mission, philosophy, and goals, coordination of information dissemination is essential.  All staff shall strive to maintain integrity and credibility with the general public and with those persons and organizations legitimately involved with the WCDCJ’s system of care.

As it pertains to representations to the public and media, about Wayne County’s overall juvenile justice system, contract agencies are encouraged to coordinate communications with the Department of Children and Family Services.             

II. Definitions 

None

III. Procedures
A. Coordination of Communications:

The Department Director shall coordinate public communications with the County Executive’s Office. The Department Director is designated to represent official juvenile justice issues to the media and the public. 

Communication Standards

1. All public statements should agree with policies approved by the CAFS and be confined to areas of direct responsibility.

2. Juveniles may not be interviewed or photographed for news coverage connected with their delinquency charges, unless a determination of “BEST INTEREST” is made by the Department Director.

a. Parental and or Court approval may be required.
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b. Agencies should always consult with the CAFS when contemplating such interviews.

c. Juveniles 18 years and older must provide consent.

3. No personally identifying information on juveniles or their charges may be given to the media unless modified by state law, the Department Director or supervising Court.

4.
Refer to Item 1100.4 for further information.

B.
Release of Official Information:
1. Individual staff members and agencies, receiving a request for official information from the media and public groups, should coordinate all such requests with the CAFS.  All inquiries should be answered promptly, accurately and completely, in compliance with local, state, and federal laws governing public information and rights of privacy.

2. All official information and press releases referring to CAFS policy, programming, or conditions shall be issued only by the Director or a person authorized by the County Executive.

a. This does not pertain to initiatives by contract agencies to promote their own programs, services, etc. with the media and public.  Such activities are distinct from the official policy positions of the CAFS.

B. News Media Visits:

1.
Visits from the news media are permitted.  The Chief Administrator shall:

a.
Preserve the juvenile’s individual right of privacy.

IV. Exhibits
None

V. References
None

